Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 

Character Descriptions
Auditions will consist of readings from the script. Familiarity with the script is highly recommended. Southern accents will be used in the production.
Maggie (23-33) - The play's cat, Maggie is an attractive, vivacious, and tenacious woman.  She is also hysterical, dissatisfied, left prostrate before a brick of a man, Brick. Maggie's loneliness lies in Brick's refusal to recognize her desire, which has made her hard, nervous, and bitter. She is determined to win back her husband's affection and determined that Brick will inherit the property on Big Daddy's death. She grew up poor and does not want to grow old in the same condition. So Maggie, who is the "cat on a hot tin roof" of the title, struggles to get the upper hand over her in-laws, Mae and Gooper.
Brick (25-35) - Brick Pollitt is the twenty-seven-year-old son of Big Daddy, and husband of Margaret (Maggie). He is a former star athlete who played professional football. A spinal injury ended his career, and he then became a sports announcer. The favorite son and mourned lover, Brick possesses the charm of those who have given up and assumed a pose of indifference before the world. He embodies an almost archetypal masculinity, that of the self-possessed, self-contained and untouchable man. Brick, possibly feeling guilty about Skipper's death, drinks heavily and withholds affection from his wife, refusing to sleep with her.  Before this indifferent block, characters find themselves in the throes of desire (Maggie, Mama) or state of aggression (Daddy).

Big Daddy (50-65) - Big Daddy is the husband of Big Mama and the father of Gooper and Brick. He is "a tall man with a fierce, anxious look.  Affectionately dubbed by Maggie as an old-fashioned "Mississippi redneck," Daddy is a large, brash, and vulgar plantation millionaire who believes he has returned from the grave. He loves Brick dearly, favoring him as his rightful heir, and wants to help him stop drinking. Big Daddy is a self-made man and proud of it.  He has been married for over forty years to Big Mama, but he cannot stand the sight of her, even though she is devoted to him. Nor does he care for Gooper and Mae and their children. 

Big Momma (50-65) - Fat, breathless, sincere, earnest, bedecked in flashy gems, and occasionally grotesque, Mama is a woman embarrassingly dedicated to a man who despises her. She is loud and talks and laughs a lot, often in an attempt to cover up the hurt she feels at her rejection by Big Daddy.

Gooper (28-38) -  Gooper is Big Daddy's eldest son, and Mae's husband. He is a corporate lawyer in Memphis, and he is plotting to ensure that he and Mae inherit the plantation. He has always resented the fact that Big Daddy prefers Brick, and he tries to undermine Brick whenever he can. 

Mae (25-35) - Mae is married to Gooper. She has five children and is pregnant with a sixth. Mae was once the "cotton carnival queen," but her family is not as well-to-do as Gooper thinks they are. Mae is determined to ensure that she and Gooper inherit the Pollitt property, and she is in a fierce contest with Maggie over this issue.  She is indiscreet and petty, and brings out the worst in her husband. Mae is also a snob who is unhappy about her failure to get accepted by the smartest young married set in Memphis, a failure that she attributes to Big Mama's vulgar behavior.
Doctor Baugh (35-55) - The family doctor, who shows sensitivity and discreetness, allowing the brothers to make their own decision about when and whether to tell Big Mama and Big Daddy about the patriarch's terminal condition (or, perhaps, shirking that responsibility himself).


Reverend Tooker (45-65) - Reverend Tooker is the local preacher who endeavors to secure a generous gift for the church from the Pollitt estate when Big Daddy dies. He is described as "the living embodiment of the pious, conventional lie” and displays a particular lack of taste and tact.
2 African-American servants (25-60), male or female
Trixie and Dixie Pollitt (7-12) – Mae and Gooper’s daughters
Buster and Sunny Pollitt (7-10) – Mae and Gooper’s sons

